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What is Post Secondary Enrollment Options 

 
“Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is a program that allows 10th, 11th and 12th grade students to earn college 
credit while still in high school, through enrollment in and successful completion of college-level courses. With traditional 
PSEO, these courses are generally offered on the campus of the postsecondary institution; some courses are offered online. 
Postsecondary institutions are not allowed to charge PSEO students for tuition, textbooks or support services. Students may 
be charged for equipment that becomes their property when the course or program is completed. 

Most PSEO courses are only open to high school students during their 11th and 12th grade year, with each participating 
college and university setting their own requirements for enrollment into the PSEO courses and programs. Students may take 
PSEO courses on a full or part-time basis.  Students must meet the PSEO eligibility requirements and abide by participation 
limits. 

To assist the district in planning, students are required to inform their district of their intent to enroll in PSEO courses during 
the following school year by May 30. Students should seek guidance from their high school counselor to determine if PSEO is 
the right fit for them and their academic plan.” 

 From MN Dept of Education Website 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coon Rapids High School Process 

During registration, you should register as if you will be at Coon Rapids High School as a full-time student. After college 
acceptance as a PSEO student, you will work with your school counselor to remove classes and adjust to either a full or part 
time PSEO student. 

1. Attend PSEO Mini-Session in January during registration for program requirements and class rank information..  
2. Check to make sure you are eligible for PSEO.  Academic guidelines: Applying for junior year, students typically 

should be in the top ⅓  of their class.  Applying for senior year, students should typically be in the top ½ of their class. 
Class rank is available on AH Connect.  

3. Attend Coon Rapids PSEO Meeting with a family member in February to receive the PSEO General Information 
packet and other necessary forms. Review and determine if PSEO is a good option for you. Discuss with your family.  

4. If you missed the PSEO meeting, a video presentation will be available.  Sign up to watch the video and receive the 
General Information Packet in Counseling Office. 

5. Contact college(s) of interest. Check individual school requirements (GPA, class rank, assessment tests, etc.) and 
find out what is required for their application process. Attend their informational meetings if they have them.  

6. Starting in February complete application to school(s) of interest. Most applications are online. Be watchful of 
deadlines! 

7. Meet with your high school counselor for further discussion if needed. 
8. If you choose to apply for PSEO, complete the high school transcript request form, required MN Department of 

Education PSEO Form, and Coon Rapids PSEO student contract and schedule a meeting with your counselor to 
review forms.  

9. After you have been accepted and have made the decision to pursue PSEO, meet with your high school counselor to 
go over college classes you need to take to meet graduation requirements.  

10. Register for classes with the college.  Keep in mind initial applicants may be asked to take further placement tests 
and/or attend an orientation session before registering. 

11. Be in communication with your high school counselor to determine changes to your high school schedule.  Your high 
school schedule will be adjust after your high school counselor receives a copy of your college schedule. Since 
counselors are not available throughout the summer, you should schedule an appointment prior to the end of the 
school year. 
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What should be considered in making a decision about PSEO? 
 
There are many advantages to participating in the PSEO program including some of the following: 

● Provides an opportunity to earn concurrent credits at the high school and postsecondary level 
● Provides an opportunity for rigorous educational pursuits 
● Provides an opportunity to experience the postsecondary setting for students who might otherwise not have considered it 
● Provides opportunities for courses not offered at the high school 
● Provides opportunities to explore areas of special interest  

 
However, the decision to participate in the PSEO program is very important because it affects the student’s high school experience, high 
school program, high school graduation, future education, and career goals.  There is increased independence and self-discipline. The 
following factors should be considered when exploring whether or not PSEO is a good fit.  

 
High schools graduation requirements 
Will the student be able to arrange a course schedule at both the 
high school and college campuses to allow credits to be earned 
that are needed for high school graduation? Enrollment in 
inappropriate courses could result in the student not graduating 
with his/her high school class. Courses must be chosen very 
carefully. 
 
Transfer of credits 
PSEO students should ensure that college credits earned will 
transfer to their next intended college, especially for out-of-state 
and highly selective colleges. 
 
Rigor of classes 
Will PSEO give the student more rigor than they would receive in 
their high school curriculum? 
 
High school experiences and leadership opportunities 
Keep in mind opportunities that you may miss out on at the high 
school level and potential leadership opportunities at high 
school. 
 
Shortening college 
Recognize that taking college classes and being involved in the 
PSEO program does not guarantee that you will shorten a 4 year 
college program. 

College transcript 
Keep in mind that your college transcript will begin with PSEO 
courses. 
 
Scheduling 
Most high schools and postsecondary institutions have differing 
yearly schedules and vacation times. Failure to consider 
dissimilar schedules could result in a limitation of course 
selections, an overlapping of courses, or even hinder completion 
of a course. 

 
Academic Readiness 
The student should be academically ready to succeed at the 
postsecondary level and capable of handling more accelerated 
classes. 
Typically successful PSEO students have been successful (As & 
Bs) in core classes. 
 
Emotional Maturity and Responsibility 
The emotional maturity and level of responsibility the student is 
ready to assume are major considerations for success in this 
program.  Careful attention should be given to the student’s 
ability to work independently, attend classes regularly, and to 
complete assigned work without close supervision. Will the 
student miss high school involvement and contact with peers by 
participating in PSEO?  Is the student ready to function in an all 
adult setting? 

 
Being a College Student 
PSEO students are afforded the same rights and responsibilities as all college students, and must be able to: 

➔ Take full responsibility for managing time and assignments 
➔ Make room for more study time outside of class, with fewer instructions on how and what to study 
➔ Handle multiple deadlines without reminders 
➔ Students can expect to spend two hours outside of class in preparation for every one hour of classroom lecture. 
➔ Students should realize that PSEO classes are independent in nature; high school staff are not responsible for 

monitoring progress.  
➔ Social maturity is also important in working with older students, professors and in handling the academic challenge of 

college 
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Questions & Answers 
 

1. Who is eligible for this program? 
All public school 11th and 12th grade students are 
eligible to participate on a full-time or part-time basis 
providing they meet the requirements of the college to 
which they apply.  Legislation allows eligible 10th-grade 
students to enroll initially in one Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) course through PSEO. If the student 
earns a “C” or higher grade in this first course, she/he is 
eligible to take additional CTE courses while in 10th 
grade. In order to be eligible, a 10th-grade student must 
have met the proficiency level of “meets or exceeds” on 
the 8th-grade MCA reading test. If the student did not 
take the MCA, another reading assessment accepted 
by the enrolling postsecondary institution can be 
substituted. 

 
2. What are the eligibility requirements? 

PSEO is available to students who present clear 
evidence of the ability to perform college work.  Seniors 
generally need to be in at least the top half of their class 
and perform at or above the 50th percentile on a 
nationally standardized, norm referenced test. In 
addition, each college sets their own requirements 
which could include specific GPA, defined test scores or 
prerequisites. 

 
3. How do I apply? 

Students interested in PSEO must apply to the 
college(s) of their interest as well as complete any 
required placement testing and orientation sessions. 
Students are responsible for completing the college 
application and all supplemental PSEO forms. PSEO is 
competitive.  Filling out a college application does not 
guarantee acceptance. 

 
4. How many high school credits will be given for a 

college course? 
The high school will decide whether a college course 
will meet requirements for high school course and 
graduation requirements. 
 
4 college credits=1 Coon Rapids High School credit 
3 college credits=.75 Coon Rapids High School 
credit 
1 college credit=.25 Coon Rapids High School credit 

 
5. Will credits earned under this program be 

transferable to any postsecondary institution the 
student may attend later? 
Transfer of credits is determined by postsecondary 
institutions. Students and parents concerned about 
future credit transfer should contact the postsecondary 
institutions they may be interested in attending, 
especially highly selective schools outside Minnesota.  

 
6. WIll the high school student have lower 

requirements than postsecondary students in 
courses taken at a postsecondary institution? 
No. They will be expected to meet all of the same 
requirements as postsecondary students. PSEO 
students are treated just like other college students. In 
addition, college instructors cannot communicate with 
parents or high school counselors. 

 
7. Does the student need to meet the high school 

graduation requirements if he/she participates in 
this program? 
Yes, the student must meet the course requirements of 
the State Board of Education and the requirements of 
the school district. Course requirements can be met by 
taking courses either at the high school or 
postsecondary school. It is important that students are 
certain that the postsecondary courses meet the high 
school requirements and that they will receive the 
credits needed for high school graduation. 

 
8. What assistance does the student have in 

determining whether or not to attend a 
postsecondary institution? 
Deciding whether to apply for enrollment in 
postsecondary courses is an important decision and 
needs early planning. Students should have 
discussions with their high school counselor, teachers, 
and parents to determine if PSEO is an appropriate 
choice. School counselors can help determine what 
courses will apply toward graduation credit and how 
these courses relate to the student’s overall educational 
goals. 

 
9. Where can the student attend? 

A variety of postsecondary institutions (4 year and 2 
year, public and private) offer PSEO options. Some 
institutions do not offer PSEO. Many institutions have 
their own specific requirements. Some institutions such 
as the University of Minnesota are highly selective and 
competitive. It is recommended that students consider 
whether or not the rigor will be high than at the high 
school. It is also recommended that students make a 
visit to the postsecondary campus.  A full listing of 
institutions that offer PSEO is on the MDE website. The 
majority of Coon Rapids High School students attend 
Anoka Ramsey Community College. 

 
10. What about scheduling classes? 

Postsecondary institution and high school time 
schedules will be different in most cases so scheduling 
conflicts may arise. As a result, the student may not 
always be able to take the classes desired at one or the 
other of the institutions. Careful planning as important. 
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11. Is the student automatically accepted? 
No. The postsecondary institution reviews the 
application and notifies the student of acceptance. The 
postsecondary institution may require the student to 
meet its standards or requirements for entrance into the 
course or programs that are normally required of 
postsecondary students. These could include 
prerequisite courses, scores of PSAT, ACT, Accuplacer 
placement tests, or other regular evaluative procedures 
to determine competency. Acceptance into a 
postsecondary school or program is not a guarantee 
that the student will be enrolled in all requested classes. 
Students may be subject to the institution’s criteria such 
as limited course space or prerequisites needed for a 
specific class. Typically, standards are that juniors need 
to be in at least the top 1/3 of their academic class and 
seniors need to be in at least the top ½ of their 
academic class. 

 
12. What about transportation?  

The student is responsible for arranging and paying the 
cost of transportation.  Funds are available to help pay 
transportation expenses for PSEO students whose 
families are at or below the poverty level, as determined 
by the federal government, to participate in PSEO 
courses on college campuses. Access the 
Postsecondary Enrollment Options Mileage form on the 
MDE website.  Forms are submitted to the CRHS 
finance office. 

 
13. How many classes can a student take? 

Students can enroll in one or more classes as long as 
they do not exceed the equivalent of a full high school 
load under this program. Schedule at the high school 
must be reduced each trimester.  

 
14. What if a student withdraws from a postsecondary 

course? 
Students need to follow the college’s procedure for 
withdrawing from a class.The student should be 
informed that dropping a class after a specific time 
could mean that they will received a failing grade for the 
class. This should be verified with the college. The high 
school counselor needs to be informed of a dropped 
class which may also result in an F on the high school 
transcript. 

 
15. What if a student fails a class? 

This is one of the risks of enrolling in college classes. If 
a class required for high school graduation is not 
passed, the student might not be able to graduate with 
his/her high school class. In addition, the student’s 
permanent high school and college transcript will record 
the failing grade. 

 
16. Is there a limit on the number of Coon Rapids 

students that can attend PSEO?  
No, but individual colleges may limit the number of 
PSEO students they accept. Keep in mind that due to 
limits, the process can be competitive. 

 

 
 
 
 

17. Can students take summer classes through the 
PSEO program?  
No. Courses can only be taken during the regular 
school year through the PSEO program.  

 
18. Is there any reimbursement for room and board? 

No. Reimbursement for room or board is available 
under this program. 

 
19. Is the student eligible for financial aid available to 

postsecondary institution students? 
Students enrolled in a postsecondary course for high 
school credit under the Postsecondary Enrollment 
Options Program are not eligible for any state student 
financial aid.  

 
20. May a student participate in extracurricular 

activities? 
Eligibility for any intercollegiate activity is determined  
by the Minnesota High School League. If a PSEO 
student chooses to participate in college athletics, they 
are no longer eligible for MN State High School League 
activities.  Students may participate in noncompetitive 
activities without League approval. PSEO students can 
participate in high school events, clubs, activities and 
athletics. Some activities or clubs at the high school 
may require students to be full-time students on the 
high school campus. 
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